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New Bycatch Reduction Devices Certified for the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic

Shrimp Fisheries and Shrimp Effort Restrictions Relaxed in the Gulf of Mexico
Small Entity Compliance Guide

On April 11, 2012, NOAA Fisheries Service published a final
rule changing shrimp regulations. One action certifies two
new bycatch reduction devices (BRDs) for use in the Gulf of
Mexico and South Atlantic region. Another action relaxes a
restriction regarding the level of allowable shrimp effort in the
Gulf of Mexico. The rule is effective beginning May 11,
2012.

Both new devices are modifications to the Composite Panel
BRD, which is provisionally certified through May 24, 2012.
These two new devices will be legal for use as of May 11,
2012. One version adds a square mesh panel in the cod-end;
the other version adds a “spooker” cone inside the cod-end
behind the BRD.

Illustrations of both devices are included in this bulletin. To
receive information on how to construct and install these
BRDs please contact:

NOAA Fisheries Service
Engineering and Harvesting Branch
Harvesting Systems Unit
Pascagoula Laboratory

P.O. Drawer 1207

Pascagoula, Mississippi 39568
228-549-1600

The rule also relaxes a shrimp effort restriction for the Gulf of
Mexico shrimp fishery. To reduce red snapper bycatch,
shrimp fishing effort between 10-30 fathoms west of Mobile
Bay, Alabama, has to be at least 74 percent less than effort
levels documented in 2001 through 2003. Because the red
snapper population is rebuilding, the restriction is being
relaxed to a 67 percent reduction in effort in this depth range
compared to the baseline years. This will allow shrimpers to
fish an additional 5,800 days in this area.

The intended effect of this rule is to: 1) Improve bycatch
reduction in the shrimp fishery; 2) provide greater flexibility

to the industry; 3) reduce social and economic impacts to
fishing communities; and 4) better meet the requirements of
National Standard 9 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.

Background

NOAA Fisheries Service provisionally certified the Composite
Panel BRD for use in federal waters throughout the Gulf of
Mexico and South Atlantic, and provisionally certified the
Expanded Mesh BRD in the Gulf of Mexico. A provisional
certification means the BRD reduces finfish in a shrimp trawl
by more than 25 percent, but not as much as 30 percent, which
is the minimum reduction rate for full certification.
Provisional certifications are for a 2-year period, and allow
industry and researchers time to make modifications that
would fully certify the BRDs. Such testing occurred on the
Composite Panel BRD, resulting in the two modified versions
being certified by this rule. No additional testing occurred on
the Expanded Mesh BRD.

Therefore, as of May 25, 2012, the original Composite Panel
BRD will be decertified for use in both the Gulf of Mexico
and South Atlantic federal waters, and the Extended Funnel
BRD will be decertified for use in Gulf of Mexico federal
waters.  Shrimp fishers in the Gulf of Mexico and South
Atlantic who use the original Composite Panel BRD have until
May 25, 2012, to make the modifications to their Composite
Panel BRDs to meet the new construction specifications.

This bulletin serves as a Small Entity Compliance Guide,
complying with section 212 of the Small Business Regulatory
Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996. This bulletin provides
only a summary of the information pertinent to the rule. Any
discrepancies between this bulletin and the rule as published in
the Federal Register will be resolved in favor of the Federal
Register. If you would like to receive these fishery bulletins
via e-mail as soon as they are published, please e-mail:
sero.communications.comments@noaa.gov.
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Nhirng By-Phan Ljc-Ca Méi Pugc Ching Nhén Cho Vinh Mé-T’éy-Co’ va Vung Nam Dai-Tay-Duong
Cho Nhirng Nghe Panh Tom va Nhirng Sy Thwa Gidn Han Che Nang-Luc trong Vinh Me-Tay-Co
Huwdng Din Chiéu Theo Thue Thé Nhé

Vao Thang Tu 11, 2012, NOAA Ty-Nghu-Nghi¢p cong bd
mot quy-luat quyét-dinh thay d6i nhimng luat-1¢ danh tom.
Quyét-dinh nay chimg nhan hai loai 19c-c4& méi (BRDs) sir-
dung trong Vinh Mé-Tay-Co va Ving Nam Dai-Tay-Duong.
Quyét-dinh nay lam ndi giam bét sy han-ché mirc-lugng trong
nang-lyc danh-tdm c6 thé chip thuan trong Vinh Mé-Tay-Co.
Quy dinh nay c6 hiéu qua bat dau Thang Nam 11, 2012.

Ca hai loai 1c-c4 méi v6i nhitng sy thay doi tir loai 19c-ca
(Composite Panel BRD) duoc tam thoi chirg nhan dén Thang
Nam 24, 2012. Hai loai 16c-C& nay s€ duoc hop phap s dung
ké tir Thang Nam 11, 2012. Mot loai ngén thém méanh ludi
vudng trong dudi- gla/lum loai kia ngén “vat kich-d6ng” hinh
cai phéu bén trong dudi-gia/ludi phia sau bo-phan 16c-ca.

Nhfmg’h‘mh—énh loai 10c-ca dugce Vdinh—'kém trong théng cao
nay. D€ nhan dugc thém moi chi-tiét thiét-ké va lap rap nhing
loai 1d¢-ca nay vui long lién-lac dén:

NOAA Fisheries Service
Engineering and Harvesting Branch
Harvesting Systems Unit
Pascagoula Laboratory

P.O. Drawer 1207

Pascagoula, Mississippi 39568
228-549-1600

Quy tic nay ciing thua gidn mot sy han-ché trong ning-luc
danh-tdm trong Vinh Mé-Tay-Co. Dé giam b6t ca hong-do bi-
bét-theo, niang-luc danh-tdm trong khu-vuc véi do-nudc-sau
tir 10 dén 30 sai vé phia tiy cua Vinh Mobile, tiéu-bang
Alabama, murc-lugng phai 13 it nhat 74 phan trim it hon mirc-
lwong ning-lyc tai liéu ldy dugc so v6i nam tir 2001 dén 2003,
boi vi s6-luong ca hdng-do dang duoc ting-trudng, sy han-ché
dang thua-gidn giam dén 67 phan trim trong ning-luc trong
pham vi do-nude-sau ndy dwoc so v6i nhimg nim gbc néu-
trén. Didu nay s& cho phép ngu-dan danh-tdm duge-thém
5,800 ngay dé danh trong ving nay.

Hiéu Gmg dy dinh cta quy tac nay 1a dé : 1) Cai thién sy giam
loai bi-bit-theo trong nghé danh-tdm 2) cung cip mirc do linh
hoat 16n hon cho nganh nghu- nghiép; 3) giam bot nhirng tac
dong manh dén xa hoi va kinh-té d6i voi cac cong dong ngu-

dan ; va 4) dap tmg cao hon nhing yéu cdu (cua) Tiéu -Chuin
Quoc-Gia s6 9 trong Dy-Luat Quan ly Nghu-Nghiép
Magnuson-Stevens.

Qua-Trinh

NOAA Ty-Nghu-Nghiép tam ching nhdn loai 16c-ca
(Composite Panel BRD) cho su-dung trong vung nudc lién-
bang khap ving Vinh Mé-Tay-Co va Nam Dai-Tay-Duong, va
tam chirng nhén loai 16c-ca (Expanded Mesh BRD) trong Vinh
Mé-Tay-Co. Su tam chimg nhén c6 nghia 1a loai 16c-ca giam
b6t sd-luong ca trong gid dugc-hon 25 phan trim, nhung
khong-qua hon 30 phan tram, day la mat 6 giam tdi-thiéu dé
dugc sy ching nhan tron ven. Nhiing sy chirng nhan tam c6
hiéu luc trong thoi-han 2 nam, va cho phép ngu-dan nganh-
tdm va cic nha nghién ctru thoi gian dé lam nhitng thir-nghiém
va stra ddi dé duoc su chuing-nhan toan ven nhitng bd-phan
16c-ca. Sy thi-nghiém tim thiy bo-phan 1oc-c4 (Composite
Panel BRD), dua dén két-qua thay doi cho hai loai dugc su
chung nhan theo quy-luat nay. Khong cé nhitng thir-nghiém
nao khac cho bd-phéan 16c-ca (Expanded Mesh BRD).

Boi vdy, ké tr Thang Nam 25, 2012, bo-phan 1oc-ca
(Composite Panel BRD) dau tién s& khong con dwoc chip
thuén st dung trén ving nude lién-bang trong ca hai ving
Vinh Mé-Tay-Co va Nam Dai-Tay-Duong, va bo-phan 16¢c-ca
(Extended Funnel BRD) s& khong con dugc chip thuan su
dung trén ving nudc lién-bang trong Vinh Mé-Tay-Co. Ngu-
dan danh-tdbm trong ving Vinh Mé-Tay-Co va Nam Dai-Tay-
Duong dang sir dung bd-phéan 16c-ca (Composite Panel BRD)
dau tién con thoi gian dén Thang Nam 25, 2012, dé lam nhiing
sira doi cho nhitng bo-phén 16c- -ca (Composne Panel BRDs)
dé dap tng theo nhirng yéu cau chi tiét thiét-ké mai.

Béng thong c4o nay cung cdp nhu mot Hudng-Dan Sy Chiéu
Theo Thuc-Thé Nho, dap tng v6i muc s6 212 trong Du-Luét
Su Cong bang Cudng birc Diéu Chinh Doanh Nghiép Nhé cua
1996. Bang thong c4o nay chi cung cip so lwoc phan phu
thudc theo quy-luét nay. Nhitng sy khac-biét nao gilta bang
thdng-tin nay va quy-luat duoc xuét ban trong S6 Pang-Bo
Lién-Bang s& dugc gidi quyét theo trong S6 Ping- -Bo Lién-
Bang. Néu qui-vi mubn nhan ldy nhiing théng-cao vé nghu-
nghiép theo dién-thur khi dugc phat-hanh xin giri dién-thu dén:
sero.communications.comments@noaa.gov
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